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place.For nearly a century, the Great Smoky Mountains National Park has been a haven for humanity. The
coves, the waterfalls, the dense forests and the countless acres of rugged mountains were all created as a
result of a mass of tectonic forces that covered the earth and left behind an Appalachian mountain range in
North Carolina. Since 1915, the park has protected and preserved the natural beauty of this slice of the
Appalachian landscape. But it wasn’t until 1973 that the park finally gained federal recognition. According to
the National Park Service, the Great Smoky Mountains National Park contains nearly six million acres of
federally protected land that makes up the park’s 704,325 acres. It includes the Oconaluftee River watershed
which stretches to the border of Georgia, North Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia. The region’s defining
mountains have been recognized as the Appalachian’s highest peaks since the early 20th century. They
include Mt. Mitchell, North Carolina’s highest mountain at 6,684 feet; Craig’s (6,643 feet) and Black Balsam
(6,543 feet) Mountains, North Carolina’s tallest peaks; and the twin 6,373-foot Clingmans Dome (North
Carolina’s highest point) and Clingmans Dome in Tennessee. A Range of Mountains “The park’s nickname,
“Smoky,” comes from the visibility of the Blue Ridge mountains and the country side in the region,
especially the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.” Smoky is home to many of the tallest mountains in
the East. These include the North Carolina Smoky Mountains, the Great Smoky Mountain National Park, the
Pisgah National Forest, and the Great Balsam Mountain in Tennessee. The Great Smoky Mountains National
Park, which has about 4,000 structures, is one of the most visited national parks in the United States. The
mountains were carved into the
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